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Pennsyl vania Rai road Brunswi ck

The color used by the Pennsylvania Railroad for locomotives was often called Br u n s wi ¢bit offiwially ®am
teomedd ar kK gr een | qRGLENTHisiwas & shadeofgmees do dark as to be almost black, but which
turned greener with age and weathering as the copper compounds further oxidized.

To make DGLE they added a small quantity of chrome yellow to a LOT of black paint. The color depended on the
brand, base and pigment at the time of application.

The locomotives normally looks rather black....but at certain times of the day, depending on the sunlight, you can
definitely see the green tint..

Photographed at the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania by Jim Donohue.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_Railroad
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VI EW FROM THE CAB
News From the Railro

Phi-TédRpadi ng Commuter Rai l
Marlene Lang, Patch.com September 15, 2021

PHOENIXVILLE, PA — A massive new passenger rail pro-
posal that would link New York City with Philadelphia and the
Route 422 corridor in southeastern Pennsylvania out to Reading
is taking shape. Gov. Tom Wolf is working with Amtrak offi-
cials to help realize the project, which has gone through count-
less iterations over the past several decades.

Officials are hopeful the rail, which would make three daily round trips between Reading, Philadelphia, and New
York, would be a boon to the regional economy and improve growing traffic concerns on the Route 422 corridor.

Eight of the proposed 16 stops on the route are in southeastern Pennsylvania. From New York's Penn Station, the
route would progress through several stations in North Jersey to Trenton, then proceed to existing stations at Corn-
wall Heights in Bucks County, North Philadelphia, and 30th Street Station, before hitting new stops in Norristown,
King of Prussia, Phoenixville, Pottstown, and Reading.

Amtrak made the proposal to bring back rail service long before the recent conference. In a statement of its vision,
Amtrak said it was ready to invest in the proposed new stations." Reading and Philadelphia are only 60 miles apart
but the destinations have not been connected by passenger rail service since 1981," Amtrak noted in support of

its proposal. "

Amtrak aims to add routes, freqguenci es; rai se sp
By Dan Cupper Trains News Wire September 20, 2021

Amtrak plans to add three short-haul routes in Pennsylvania and double both Keystone Service

andP e n n sy kramdreyuerwies, Amtrak President Stephen Gardner told Gov. Tom Wolf and other public offi-

cials in a recent online roundtable talk about the company& ConnectsUS 15-year regional corridor vision.

The three routes are:

1 New York City-Scranton, Pa., 136 miles via the former Delaware, Lackawanna & Western/Erie Lackawanna

main line, now New Jersey Transit and Delaware-Lackawanna;

1 New York City-Allentown, Pa., 99 miles via Norfolk Southern® Lehigh Line (former Jersey Central-Lehigh Val-

ley routes) and NJT; and

1 New York City-Philadelphia-Reading, Pa., 155 miles via Amtrak®& Northeast Corridor, CSX Transportation
Trenton Subdivision, and NS& Harrisburg Line (both of the latter are former Reading Co. routes).

Proposed are three daily round-trips on the Scranton and Reading lines and two daily round-trips on the Allentown
rundUnder a best-case scenario and if President Joe Biden& $1.2 trillion federal infrastructure bill passes the U.S.
House of Representatives, Gardner said, the earliest of these new routes could be running in three years.

Editors Note:
Lancaster Dispatcher readers may wonder why news items such as the recent tragic Amtrak accident in Montana
are not includedunder Vi e w F r 0 mAs Wdume a PE€nashlvania Chapter, news is generally limited to those
items pertaining to the Commonwealth. There are numerous other sources of information regarding national news
available to the members. In the case of the Amtrak accident, newspapers, television and radio extensively cov-

b e d s



https://patch.com/users/marlene-lang
https://www.amtrakconnectsus.com/maps/new-york-philadelphia-reading/
https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=dan-cupper
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/amtrak-unveils-connects-us-map-that-suggests-new-corridors/
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[THIS MONTH ON THE PENNSY]

PRR, PRSL & LI'RR EVENTS I N oCTOB
Source: Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical Society (permission of Christopher Baer, PRRHTS).

November 24, 1912 Pennsylvania Special renamed Broadway Limited with all-steel consist and schedule lengthened
from 18:00 to 20:00; PRR advertises as "Broadway" in NY and nationally from 1912 and "Broad Way" in Phila. area
after about 1920 to play down NY association of "Broadway"; Frank N. Barksdale, who devised advertising copy,
confirmed that train was named because Penn Station is one block from Broadway; 20th Century Limited also extend-
ed to 20 hours because of accidents caused by high speed running.

November 25, 1917 Pres. Rea's statement rebutting charges that Penn Station is a "monument to inefficiency" and a
"white elephant" is published; calls it a "monument to foresight and the necessities of New York City."

November 26, 1992 A 15-minute short film of the PRR begins a five-day run at the Stanley Theatre in Philadelphia;
part of a series on fiPhiladelphia - The World& Greatest WorkshopO shows Girard Point, Greenwich coal piers, A0
fiBO Towers at Broad Street, the High Line, The Broadway Limited, Pres. Rea boarding a commuter train at Ardmore,
and VP Atterbury talking to and engineer at Broad Street.

November, 1927 PRR has set aside a smoking car for women only on one of tis New York-Philadelphia trains.
November 13, 1932 "ARSENAL" Tower placed in service governing south approach to 30th Street Station.

November 23, 1937 Memo to Chief of Motive Power F.W. Hankins notes that Raymond Loewy is developing a new
exterior color scheme for both lightweight Pullmans and Budd diners; becomes distinctive two-tone red "Fleet of
Modernism" scheme with Futura sans-serif lettering first used in 1938.

November 10, 1942 Eleven cars of 125-car westbound freight derail east of Downingtown at 3:08 PM; tank car of
benzene takes fire, closing the main line for 9 hours.

November, 1942 PRR completes work of eliminating cross connections and installing flood doors in the Hudson River
Tunnels; work includes back-filling the Weehawken Shaft.

November, 1947 Fairbanks, Morse & Co. delivers the first PRR fiErie-Builtd 2 HP dabQunits; by Dec. 1948, the
PRR acquires 36 A and 12 B units; they are quickly moved into freight service.

November 12, 1952 PRR board meets in Pittsburgh, first time meets outside of Philadelphia; announces $47 million
program to upgrade freight service and freight yards, including rebuilding of Conway as principal yard on PRR, new
car shop at Hollidaysburg, moving scrap dock from Conway to Hollidaysburg, and faster schedules.

November 26, 1952 PRR Board rescinds $250,000 contribution to Lima-Hamilton Company for proposed compressor
gas-turbine locomotive .

November 1, 1957 A.E. Perlman and J.M. Symes announce that PRR and NYC are studying merger to cut their defi-
cits; combined assets $5.6 billion; news draws negative reaction from liberals in Washington and local governments. (

November 4, 1957 Last run of PRR steam locomotives, K4s No. 612 and No. 830, on NY&LB, one of the last strong-
holds of PRR steam; they are displaced by the 17th diesel unit; No. 612 then deadheaded from South Amboy to Cam-
den.

November 4, 1962 Henry Hope Reed, Jr., a features writer for the Herald Tribune, gives a guided tour of Penn Station
for about 60 persons, including 15 8th grade students, under the auspices of the Municipal Art Society; Reed, a fanati-
cal Classicist and anti-Modernist, uses the occasion to denounce Modern art and architecture and the replacement of
New York's traditional streetscapes with sterile glass boxes.
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Sept 8th, 1910. Ist train out of the finew0
Penn Station — a LIRR train. Ron Zeil
photo from Queens NY Public Library.

PRR mainline doubleheader departing Front Street,
Columbia, PA with enders overflowing from just
Finishing a water stop on June 8, 1985.

William M. Moedinger photo, Kurt R. Bell collection.

Right: Glen Signal in 1956 (left) and today (right).
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Pennsylvania Railroad crossing at Red Mile Road,
Newark, DE in 1968. All grade crossings were removed
as high-speed Metroliner service came into use.

Pennsylvania Railroad fiDoodlebug0 at Princeton Junction, NJ
In May, 1962. Walter Schopp photo.
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On t

he East Penn Rail

(8 FOOTBALL FIELDS

See Tracks? Think Train!

I\ﬂ 2}0 3Ll AL ‘ E’I] Alll 3'!1 20
L RN TSR TR TR ATV R TR SR ATV IRA TR S ITRAVATRATEE:

ASSOCIATION OF
AMERICAN RAILROADS

road: Rot ati

Nope — on the East Penn
Railroad, this is how traction
motors are changed out!

A huge construction crane

. lifts the locomotive while
| the front truck is removed.

Railroad ties ae then used to
brace the locomotive.

Since this Lancaster and
Northern Branch is segregat-
ed from the other ESPN
lines, there is no convenient
location for an engine house

& Photographed in Denver, PA

by Jim Donohue
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Riding one of the | ast I nterurba
By Steve Ferrell

Part one: A Day on the Pig and Whist

The P & W (Philadelphia and Western), also called the fiPig and Whistle0 played an important part in my family histo-
ry. Fromthe 1 9 4 thrdugh 1954, my maternal grandfather was the Treasurer of the line (according to family lore, as
I could find no evidence of this in our Pennsylvania Railroad Museum archives). After the line was officially merged
into the Red Arrow lines in 1954, he became an accountant for the larger company. He retired in 1965, prior to the
SEPTA (Southeast Pennsylvania Transit Authority) takeover of Red Arrow.

The P & W started operations in 1907. The first line went west from a terminal near today@ 69™ Street termi-
nal to Strafford, PA. The original plan was to connect with a transcontinental railroad planned and financed by the
infamous financier Jay Gould and his brother. This plan fell never materialized and the P & W opened and operated
independently. The route was built to very high standards for the times and even for today. It has no grade crossings,
stone ballast, block signals and uses heavy rail. Most of the line is double-tracked, with the only single track on the
short stretch of the bridge over the Schuylkill River to the end of the line in Norristown. The line uses a third-rail for
electric power. All the stations have high-level platforms that also speed up the boarding and detraining processes.
The current line to Norristown, which diverted from the main line to Strafford at Villanova, opened in 1912. The
company closed the Strafford Line in 1956. From 1912, Lehigh Valley Transit operated through trolley service from
Allentown to Norristown and on and on to 69" street on the P & W line, a 55-mile route! The cars used trolley poles
on the LVT line and were fitted with third rail shoes for the P & W segment. The Lehigh Valley stopped operations in
1951.

Now for my trip: On a bright and sunny Saturday morning in December, I drove from my home in Exton, PA,
down to my friend, Don& house in Drexel Hill, PA. We walked half a mile to the SEPTA Route 101 trolley stop at
Aronimink Station. After waiting about ten minutes, our trolley arrived at the station. We boarded a bright red
fiHeritageO trolley. This car had an authentic paint scheme that commemorated the old pre-SEPTA Red Arrow Lines
and the Philadelphia & West Chester Trolley Line (their original trolley route and also considered an interurban line).

After a short ride, we arrived at 69" Street Terminal.

69" street is a busy intermodal terminal that includes city and suburban busses, subway-elevated, trolley and the P &
W interurban line to Norristown. The terminal has retail shops and a large ticketing and waiting area, plus additional
waiting areas on the bus and trolley platforms. There was once a 500-seat movie theater housed within the complex,
which now houses a pharmacy in that former space.

Trolleys and busses (after discharging their passengers) proceed up and over one of the concourse piers to
complete a loop to the departing area. After exploring the terminal and reminiscing we went back up the stairs to board
our P & W train. This line has a separate waiting and boarding area, apart from the other lines.

Boarding the trolley, we observed that it was a relatively modern, double ended-vehicle. The line uses a fleet of 26
Asea Brown Boveri Type N-5 MU cars. These units were ordered in the late 1 9 & fné delivered in the early 1 9 %.0
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Riding one of the | ast Interurbans & Tal

We planned to ride the whole eighteen-mile line to the Norristown Transit Center, then after exploring that terminal to

return to 69" Street in segments.

We departed and I noted that the line appeared to be pretty fast, and the ride was quite smooth. After depar-
ture, Don observed that almost every stop is a signal stop, where you have to push a button (by each row of seats) for
the operator to stop. Also, most of the stations along the line were flag stops, where commuters had to push a button
to light a signal to the operator to stop the train to pick them up. This signal system allows the trains to skip unneces-

sary stops and really speed up the trip. We arrived at Norristown rather quickly, only taking 28 minutes.

The bridge into Norristown Transportation Center intermodal terminal is and always was a single track and
presents a great view of the Schuylkill River far below. We slowly pulled into the two-tracked, center platform, stub-
ended terminal the upper level. We took an escalator down to the ground level. This level is the commuter railroad
station for the SEPTA Norristown rail line. Across the street is a multilevel parking garage with a large multi-bay

intercity bus terminal. Shortly after viewing a few commuter trains and bus departures, Don and I then went back up

to catch our return trolley to 69™ Street.

Trolley car arriving at 69" Street Station, before going up Platform at 69" street for the Norristown High Speed

and over the turnaround loop Line, former P&W (Pig & Whistle)

All photo credits: Steve Ferrell
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Pennsylvania . T ol 1
. I me e
Railroad PENNSYLVANI A

EXCURSI ON
RAI LROADS
O GBI AND MUSEUMS

PREVAILING
LOCAL TIME

For Lancaster Chapter news, see
| AINSIDE THE BACK PAGEO

PASSENGER
TRAIN SCHEDULES
ACCOMMODATIONS

, AND FARES

Railroad Museum of

Wanamaker, Kempton & South-
ern

42 Community Center Dr,
Kempton, PA 19529
www.kemptontrain.com
610-756-6469

Regul ar Train
Sunday through
7t h.

Wilmington & Western Railroad
2201 Newport Gap Pike,
Wilmington, DE 19808
WWW.WWIT.COm

302-998-1930

S
ITMIRETAN: IECTERN

WICHINGIUNvWuw iuiil

Pennsylvania Regul ar Train
300 Gap Road, Rt.741 ed weekends i n
Strasburg PA 17579 December
RAILROAD HUSEUH. OF PENNSYILVANIA [RWES AR ttIT e s e s
717-687-8628
The Railroad Museum | Bast Bread TopoRailroad
Wednesday thru Satur 0 428 Meadow Street 4 : 0 0O
p.m., and Sunday fro t Rockhill Furhace, PA 17249
info@eastbroadtop.com
Strasburg Railroad. 814-998-1930
301 Gap Road, Ronks, PA 17572 Di eegeWwer ed trai
www.strasburgrailroad.com 27, 2 8-4-5 D4HI02 .3
866-725-9666
Now open daily. Advan c kGol ebrookdal e
purchase required. 64 S. Washington Street

Reading Blue Mountain & Northern
Reading Outer Station:

ﬂ 3501 Pottsville Pike

834 SV LA Reading, PA 19605

www.rbmnrr-passenger.com 610-562
-2102

Al-day RDC excursions to Ji

dat es, monthly through N o

PottsvdNMNLbengbun Brewery
Evertt Railroad

244 Loop Road
Hollidaysburg, PA, 16648
https://everettrailroad.com/
814-696-3877

E'U’ERETT

ull.llfl.i.tl

Boyertown, PA 19512
www.colebrookdalerailroad.com

61-860200
Operating dai l
December ( some

The Stourbridge Line

812 Main Street

> Honesdale RPA|184%1t e d

N https://www.thestourbridgeline.net
570-470-2697

u
Trains running
and 16.

New Hope Railroad
32 West Bridge Street
New Hope, PA 18938
www.newhoperailroad.com
215-862-2332
eryOper ating all
Sun_Sundays i n Nov
h daily as of No
Deceber 31st

7
® 3

o Q
<

Nov

307
oo e


tel://814-696-3877
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Mai | t
Name

Family
Addr es

City/ Statel Zip:

E-mai |

Phone

Lancaster Chaptd&kren2z2W2 NoWwues

: L. SHAAK, JR
O BOX 813
A

bl
P
A MSTOWN PAO8193501

D

Make check payable to: LANCASTER CHAPT

address for Newsl|l etter:

Number : « ) o ________

2022 Chapteripgdbes $20000if you have_a_family]| mer

Studen
PAPER
Donat.i

Tot al

traDess 13 to 24 $ 10i 10D 5. uth ages 0P

COPY OF NEWSREDDER

on to Lancaster Chapter

amount of check payable to$Lancaster Chapt

DO NOT ADD YOUR NATI ONAL DUES TO YOUR LANCA

I f you

woul d I i ke us t oplfeoarswea rndéckiiee cak Playabhallt L

National Dulsus$5®7 00 if you have a family mgmbe

StudentiaBDess 13 to 24 $ 161 10D 5. rGuth_ages O0Fp

Donat.

Tot al

Questi

on to National

amount of check payable to$NRHS

€oRAt act Hel eh8-HEhada® kalvydivaak @dej azzd. com
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NOV.

1 9-,FRIDAY2 ANNUAL

NG LANCASTER CHAPTER ACTI
CHAPTER BANQUET

ENCK®& BANQUET & CONFERENCE CENTER AT KREIDER FARMS,

1461 LANCASTER ROAD (ROUTE 72), MANHEIM, PA 17545

5:30 DOORS OPEN

6:00 PM DINNER SERVED

SERVICE AWARDS AFTER THE MEAL: ROBERT D. HESS—5 O/EAR PIN
MULTIPLE MEMBERS— 2 S5YEAR PIN

PROGRAM: JOHN SMITH, PRESIDENT, HARRISBURG CHAPTER, NRHS

PRESENTATION ON THE TOWER

(Banquet ticket order form can be found on page 10 of the October Lancaster Dispatcher)

UPCOMI

VI

DECEMBER. <2THURSDAA1CHRI STMAS DECORATI NG AT CHRI STI ANA
7:00 PM
DECEMBER 11SAT@RDAYL-LI GHUP CHRI STI1 AN3*0HEVATY 8:00 PM.
THE CHRISTIANA LIONS CLUB WILL HAVE SANTA FOR AREA
CHILDREN AND EVENING HAY RIDES TO SEE LOCAL LIGHT
DISPLAYS. EVERYONE IS INVITED.
DECEMBER T SUNDAY,LHRI STMAS OPEN HOUSE AT CHRI STI|JANA
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 2 MONRAY2MIONTHLY CHAPTER MEETI NG
7:30 PM - BRING A DESERT TO SHARE
JANUARY 1 MONRPAY2DECORATI ON CLEAN UP AT CHRI STI ANA]|l FR
7:30 PM
FEBRUARY,- N 2XHAPTER MEETI NG WILL BE HELD
October Chapter Meeting Minutes (cIInti
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Hel en Shaak reminded everyone i f NoOu
the chapter dues get sent to Helen Shaak and t he]]l Nat
old (Smoke) Shaak attended the National Board Memtil
now i s changed to Knoxberry Farm. Steve Hi mpsl ajpnol
museum. he engine will stay at the museum til!] 0 mi¢
ADJOURNMENT The chapter membership meeting was]|ad)j
Donations to Chalpjer: Thank you, Donet{4g| EE

calendars

William Richard: 4 DVDs
Jay and Nelson Strubel: 3 Albums of train photos, 81
VHS railroad tapes, 1 railroad book and 8 railroad

For your faithful and professional service as sec-
retary, the Lancaster Chapter owes you a great
deal of gratitude. Your work has been very much
appreciated. Best wishes in your firetirementO as
Chapter secretary.
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