
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Suburban Station was constructed to replace Broad Street Station and its ñChinese Wallò of approaches that divid-
ed Center City. As part of the Pennsylvania Railroadôs plan to replace Broad Street Station (and redevelop the sta-
tion site and its approaches), Broad Street Suburban Station was built as an underground terminal for electric com-
muter trains and opened in 1930. The ñAmtrak Philadelphia Suburban Stationò (Penn Center) was located 1 mile 
east of the 30th Street Station.  Amtrak Keystone Service to Suburban Station ended around 1988.  Since then, the 
station has been served by SEPTA.  
 
In 1984 it was rebuilt as a through station to allow the trains of the former Reading and Pennsylvania railroads to 
operate as an integrated system by SEPTA.  (PhillyHistory.org)  
 
Amtrak tickets to and from Philadelphia are honored for a transfer between 30th Street station (Upper Level plat-
forms) and Penn CenterðSuburban Station via the frequent commuter rail service offered by SEPTA. 

1935 -2021  

http://www.trainweb.org/usarail/philadelphia.htm
http://www.phillyhistory.org/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VIEW FROM THE CAB 
ñNEWS FROM THE RAILROAD WIRESò 

 
Amtrak selects Siemens to build replacements for 
Amfleet I cars, other aging equipment 
 

Trains News Wire Digest for April 21-22, 2021 
 

Amtrak has selected Siemens to build a fleet of 83 in-
tercity trainsets for use on the Northeast Corridor, Pal-
metto, and various state-supported services. The selec-
tion of Siemens as the ñpreferred bidderò ð which is 
currently building cars for use on state-supported 
trains on Chicago-based Midwest services and in Cali-
fornia ð comes after a competitive procurement pro-
cess that began in January 2019. The new equipment, 
which will feature dual power in some cases, as well 
as other amenities, will replace the current Amfleet I 
and Metroliner cab cars, as well as the Amtrak Cas-
cades fleet. Amtrak is negotiating with Siemens on the 
contract for construction and long-term service ð in-
cluding technical support, spares, and material supply 
ð and is targeting summer 2021 to execute a contract. 
ñThis new state-of-the-art equipment will not only 
provide Amtrak customers with an enjoyable and effi-
cient travel experience, it will also enable us to im-
prove safety, increase passenger capacity, and reduce 
carbon emissions,ò Amtrak CEO Bill Flynn said in a 
press release. An Amtrak spokeswoman said the com-
pany had no additional details on the order to share at 
this time. 

SEPTA budget, bolstered by federal aid, would re-
store most service 
 

Trains News Wire Digest for April 23-24, 2021 
 

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Au-
thority would gradually restore service, while enacting 
a hiring freeze and making other cuts, under a pro-
posed operating budget announced Friday. The Phila-
delphia Inquirer reports the $1.5 billion budget incur- 

prorates $368 million in federal COVID-19 relief 
money. It calls for restoration of 96% of pre-
pandemic  service for buses, subways, trolleys, and 
the Norristown High Speed rail line, with 80% of 
Regional Rail service restored by fall. Currently, the 
first group of services is operating at about 85% of 
pre-pandemic levels, with Regional Rail at about 
64%. The agency will announce its capital budget 
next week. 
 
Trains News Wire Digest for  May 8 ï10, 2021 
 
 

Reading & Northern plans to upgrade new line 
for 40-mph operation, will look to begin passen-
ger excursions 

 
Reading & Northern owner Andy Muller plans to 
spend $4 million to $5 million to upgrade the 19.5-
mile line he is purchasing from Carbon County, Pa., 
with the goal of raising track speed from the current 
25-mph limit to 40 mph. The Lehighton Times-
News reports Muller told the countyôs board of 
commissioners crews will install 70,000 feet of rail, 
and will also improve pedestrian crossings in the 
town of Jim Thorpe. He is also looking to begin 
weekend passenger excursions from Wilkes-Barre 
to Jim Thorpe, using cars he recently purchased 
from a bankruptcy sale for former Iowa Pacific 
equipment in Colorado. 
 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum breaks ground on 
new welcome center 

 
The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum in Washington, 
Pa., has broken ground for a new 21,000-square-
foot Welcome and Education Center, part of its On 
Track for the Future campaign to expand the muse-
umôs east campus to increase programs and events. 
The new structure, expected to be complete in about 
a year, will house the visitorsô center, interactive 
exhibits, classrooms and event room, a ticket office, 
offices, and store for the museum, which has 50 
trolley cars on display. The On Track campaign has 
raised more than $14 million to date, including a $5 
million grant from the Allegheny Foundation and 
$2.5 million from Pennsylvaniaôs Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program. The museum continues 
to work to raise an additional $1 million for the new 
center 

https://media.amtrak.com/2021/04/amtrak-announces-siemens-as-preferred-bidder-for-new-equipment/
https://media.amtrak.com/2021/04/amtrak-announces-siemens-as-preferred-bidder-for-new-equipment/
https://www.inquirer.com/transportation/septa-transit-budget-cost-cutting-federal-covid-relief-service-increases-no-fare-hike-20210423.html
https://www.inquirer.com/transportation/septa-transit-budget-cost-cutting-federal-covid-relief-service-increases-no-fare-hike-20210423.html
https://www.tnonline.com/20210508/rr-owner-plans-for-carbon-line/
https://www.tnonline.com/20210508/rr-owner-plans-for-carbon-line/


   

installing a new tube sheet and new-old (old EBT 
stock left over from the 1950s) flexible staybolts on 
the backhead of engine No. 16. As previously re-
ported, No. 16 is the first of the steam engines that 
is scheduled to go back into service. Work is contin-
uing on its tender, the frame being painted, new oak 
decking installed, and reprofiling of the tires taking 
place. 
 
A new tender tank, fabricated by Curry Rail Ser-
vices of Hollidaysburg, Pa.,  is a duplicate of the old 
one, which was worn out due to acid content in the 
coal stored in it during its inactive years after 1956. 
Original parts, such as ladders, will be riveted onto 
the new tank, exactly following original EBT prac-
tice. 
 
Of engine No. 14, Domitrovich said, ñitôs easier to 
make a new set of drivers versus renewing the old 
ones, as it needs all new tires and crankpins,ò and 
that is in the plans. 
 
On caboose No. 27, new metal and oak components 
have been installed to replace rotting and rusted 
pieces on its end platforms. Coach No. 8, an 1880s-
era car whose refurbishment has been under way for 
months, is close to being ready, Domitrovich said. 
 EBT Photo credit: Dan Cupper 
 

 
 

East Broad Top to resume operations June 11 

Trains News Wire Digest  By Dan Cupper | April 30, 2021 
 
Diesel will power first regular trips on Pennsylvania 
narrow gauge line since 2011 
ROCKHILL FURNACE, Pa. ð Regularly scheduled pas-
senger service at the East Broad Top Railroad is set to re-
sume June 11, the first time the railroad has operated regu-
larly since 2011, according to the nonprofit EBT Founda-
tion Inc., owner of the historic narrow gauge line in central 
Pennsylvania. 
One-hour, diesel-powered excursions will take place on 
alternate three-day weekends in June and July, with a series 
of special events throughout the end of the year. Trains will 
be powered by locomotive No. M-7, a 1964 center-cab 
General Electric switching locomotive formerly owned by 
Algoma Steel, Inc. In the meantime, restoration work con-
tinues on two of EBTôs six original Baldwin Locomotive 
Works 2-8-2 steam locomotives, Nos. 14 (1912) and 16 
(1916). 
The summer schedule, as announced thus far, is as follows: 
Trains will depart the railroadôs Rockhill Furnace, Pa., sta-
tion at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. on June 11-13, June 25-
27, July 9-11, and July 23-25. Fares are $20 for adults, $18 
for children age 11 and under. Passengers can also charter a 
caboose for $200 for a party of eight. 
 
ñWe have tried not to overpromise in the reopening of the 
railroad, and this is a milepost on the way to that reopen-
ing,ò said foundation Chairman Henry Posner, adding with 
a laugh, ñwhich is a bit awkward in view of the fact that the 
EBT never had [actual] mileposts.ò 
The railroad also will be offering one-hour guided tours of 
its Rockhill Furnace shop complex ($15 adult, $10 child), 
which includes a circa-1900 machine shop and its eight-
stall roundhouse. Weather and other conditions permitting, 
the railroad is also considering offering track-speeder rides 
on a short portion of line that has recently been cleared for 
that purpose south of Rockhill Furnace. 
 
Also for the first time, passengers can jointly purchase tick-
ets for EBT and the adjacent Rockhill Trolley Museum, an 
electric heritage railway that uses part of the EBTôs former 
Shade Gap Branch. 
 
In addition, the railroad has cleared an area for visitor park-
ing on the north side of its Rockhill Furnace station and 
headquarters building. Since 1960, passengers have parked 
on the south side of the station around the shops, yard, and 
roundhouse/turntable complex. The foundation wants to 
shift parking away from that area to protect the historic look 
and feel of the site. 
 

As for work on rolling stock, EBT Chief Mechanical Of-
ficer Dave Domitrovich reports progress is being made on 

https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=dan-cupper


 

 

 

PRR, PRSL & LIRR EVENTS IN MAY 
 

Source: Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical 
Society (permission of Christopher Baer, PRRHTS).  
 
June 15,  1913  Joint PRR-LV Newark Bay Bridge on 
Greenville line destroyed by fire; believed caused by 
sparks from LV locomotive around 12:30 AM; an 
eastbound PRR freight is crossing the draw when fire 
breaks out; engine and five cars cut off and reach Ba-
yonne shore; cabin car cut off by crew and pushed 
clear; one car of sheep, one of cattle and 35 of potatoes 
consumed before bridge collapses. (NYT)  
 
June 1, 1918  Under war conditions PRR has 8,767 
female employees on Lines East, up from about 1,494 
on May 1, 1917 and 6,936 on Apr. 1, 1918; over half 
are clerks and stenographers. (Mutual)  
 

June 17, 1923 PRR inaugurates Chicago-Atlantic City 
drawing room/compartment sleepers on The Pennsyl-
vania Limited.  
 

June  25, 1928 Juniata Shops completes first Class A6 
diesel switcher #3905, after delay in obtaining Besse-
mer Engine Company engines.  

(photo courtesy of J. C. La Rue, Jr. ) 
 
 

June 26, 1933 New Haven electric locomotives begin 
operating into Penn Station instead of changing to 
DD1's at "S.S. 2" in Sunnyside; original plan calls for 
New Haven locomotives to run through to Manhattan 
Transfer, but PRR's Philadelphia electrification is fin-
ished first and New Haven locomotives are not power-
ful enough to start stalled trains on tunnel grades; en-
gine change takes place in Penn Station. (CE)  
 

June  8, 1938  PRR Board authorizes the construc-
tion of 20 GG1's, 1,000 70-ton gondola cars and 6 
120-ton well-hole flat cars and 2 200-ton special flat 
cars at Altoona; 
 
June 15, 1943   Last GG1, No. 4938, outshopped at 
Altoona (c/n 4462).  
 
June 17, 1948  First PRR Baldwin ñSharknoseò 
2,000 HP passenger diesels in 6,000 HP A-BA unit 
configuration placed in service; used on passenger 
trains between Harrisburg and Chicago/St. Louis; 
the sharknose design is often misattributed to Ray-
mond Loewy based on its similarity to the T1, but it 
is designed by Hadley, Ryder & Pedersen. 
(Kirkland)  
 
June 28, 1953 PRR cuts off-peak fares on all Phila-
delphia commuter lines; increases service to Media 
by 50%, to Paoli by 10%, and to Bryn Mawr by 
26%, including establishment of Bryn Mawr locals 
and Bryn Mawr-Paoli express service; service to 
West Chester cut 12 round trips of Media-West 
Chester shuttle train of 1-3 cars; Media local service 
increased to half-hourly. (PR, CCHS)  
 

June 13, 1958  VP in Charge of Finance David Bev-
an notes 1958 is the worst year in PRR history; says 
the deficit will exceed the $4 million loss of 1946. 
Recession causes PRR business to fall off 21% be-
low average of last 3 years in first 6 months of 
1958; PRR loss year-to-date increases to $2 million. 
(AR)  
 
June 28, 1963  Last run of passenger trains between 
Trenton and Camden on the old Camden & Amboy 
route with oil-electric car No. 4666; is also last run 
of a oil-electric railcar on PRR system; last passen-
ger trains on the line between Pavonia and Trenton. 
(A-sheet, WJRails)  
 
June 6, 1968  "Pennsylvania Station-30th Street" offi-

cially renamed "Penn Central Station-30th Street"; 
stations at Baltimore, Buffalo, Detroit and Pitts-
burgh also renamed "Penn Central Station." (PR, 
PCPost)  
 
June, 1973  Penn Central and SEPTA reach under-
standing by which SEPTA will acquire all Philadel-
phia commuter equipment and lease it back to PC, 
which will run the trains as a contractor.  
 
June 6, 1978  30th Street Station placed on National 
Register of Historic Places. (Kyriakodis)  


